
OJAI BASIN GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT AGENCY 
Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting of June 26, 2025 

The Regular Meeting of June 26, 2025, of the Ojai Basin Groundwater Management 
Agency was called to order at 3:00 PM in the Council Chambers, Ojai City Hall, 401 S. 
Ventura Street, Ojai, CA  93023. 

Attendees were: Board Members: Richard Hajas, Jim Finch, Andrew Whitman, 
Bob Daddi and Mike Weaver (arrived at 3:07). General Manager Julia Aranda and 
Secretary/Treasurer Cece VanDerMeer. 
 
Also in attendance:  Peter Candy, Attorney and Jordan Kear, Consultant. 
 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call: Chair Hajas called the meeting to order at 
3:00pm. VanDerMeer called the roll. 

 
2. Pledge of Allegiance:  Led by Hajas. 

 
3. Director Announcements/Reports/Comments:   
  

Mutuals: None 
 

Ojai Water Conservation District: None 
 

City of Ojai: None 
 
Casitas Municipal Water District: Hajas reported that Aranda was  
awarded Professional of the Year for 2024 by the Ventura County Chapter 
of American Public Works Association.  
 
Community Facilities District Report: None 
 

4. GENERAL MANAGER COMMENTS: Aranda reported that she created a 
video tutorial on ‘How to Read Your Meter’ and gave a short presentation.  
Julia and Jordan Kear met with Casitas Mutual Water District’s personnel 
to discuss a plan for drilling monitoring wells.  
 

5. BASIN STATUS REPORT: 
Jordan Kear gave a presentation on the Basin named “June Bugs”. Kear 
reported the Key Well was 114.19’ below ground level and there was 
62,400 acre-feet in the basin. 
 

6. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ITEMS NOT APPEARING ON THE AGENDA:  
None 
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7. CONSENT AGENDA 

a. The Financial Report for May 2025 and the Minutes for the May 29, 
2025 meeting.  
Whitman motioned to approve the Consent Agenda Items a and b. 
Daddi seconded. The Consent Agenda Items a and b were approved 
unanimously. 
Roll Call vote: 

Ayes: Finch, Whitman, Daddi, Weaver and Hajas  
Noes: None 

 
8. ACTION ITEMS 
  

a. Review and Accept Mutual Water Companies’ Representative and 
Alternate:  
The Board discussed the vacancy on the Board of Directors for the 
OBGMA. The three Mutual Water Companies voted on a representative 
to fill the vacancy and Mike Weaver with Senior Canyon Mutual Water 
Company will be the new Board member, and Michael Springer will be 
the alternate. The Board accepted the new Board members.  
Vandermeer executed the Oath of Office to Mike Weaver. 
 

b. Consider Rescinding Resolution No. 2025-01 
The Board discussed rescinding Resolution No. 2025-01. The Board 
requested Aranda to bring them up to date on the history of the well 
at 741 Saddle Lane. 
 
Finch moved to rescind the $2,800 civil penalty ($50.00 a day for 56 
days) and keep the $500 fine for noncompliance. Whitman seconded. 
The Board approved unanimously. 
Roll Call vote: 

Ayes: Finch, Whitman, Daddi, Weaver and Hajas  
Noes: None 

 
c. Authorize $15,300 in Access support services to J Street 

Technology 
Aranda requested authorization to spend $15,300 on Access support 
services to J Street Technology to update the database to have access 
via the cloud. 
 
Daddi motioned to approve $15,300 in Access support. Whitman 
seconded. The Board approved unanimously. 
Roll Call vote: 

Ayes: Finch, Whitman, Daddi, Weaver and Hajas  
Noes: None 
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9. PUBLIC HEARING 

a. Proposed Ordinance to Establish an Exemption from the Agency’s 
Well Metering Requirements for Wells having a Current Certificte 
of Exemption issued by the County of Ventura Pursuant to Section 
4820 of Ventura County Well Ordinance No. 4468 (Ordinance No. 
13). 
 
The Public Hearing was opened at 3:40. The Board discussed 
Ordinance No. 13. The Public Hearing was closed at 3:46. 
Daddi motioned to adopt Ordinance No. 13.  Whitman seconded. 
The Board approved unanimously. 
Roll Call vote: 

Ayes: Finch, Whitman, Daddi, Weaver and Hajas  
Noes: None 

 
10. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

a. Legislative Ad-Hoc Committee Update: None 
b. Meter Compliance Ad-Hoc Committee Update: None 

 
11. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:48 pm.  The next regular scheduled 
meeting will be July 31at 3:00 p.m. in the Council Chamber in Ojai City 
Hall, 401 S. Ventura Street, Ojai. 

 
 ATTEST:        


