
 

AGENDA 
March 26, 2026, at 3:00 pm 

Council Chambers, Ojai City Hall 
401 South Ventura Street, Ojai, CA 93023 

Phone: 805.640.1207     Web site:  obgma.com 
Email: obgma@aol.com 

 
Board of Directors 

Richard Hajas, Casitas Municipal Water District Jim Finch, Ojai Water Conservation District 
Michael Weaver, Mutual Water Companies Bob Daddi, Community Facilities District 

Andrew Whitman, City of Ojai 
 
Zoom Teleconferencing for Public Call in Participation: 
1. Zoom Dial in Information: 1-669-900-9128, Meeting ID: 827 5712 7464, Password: 218792. 
For Public Viewing 
2. Zoom Meeting 

Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82757127464?pwd=Rm5JenhNUDNvRVovaEUwMzdScnFR
dz09 

3. www.OBGMA.com  
4. City of Ojai YouTube Channel at: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3DhCB5Z1DynNC7n8qcNeDQ/live (2 Minute delay 
of transmission) 

5. In Ojai, CA: Spectrum Channel 10. 

Public Comments: Members of the public may provide public comments under Item 6 or on 
each agenda item presented herein. Please wait until the Board Chair asks if any members of 
the public wish to comment. This will provide for orderly participation during the meeting.  

Members of the public may also submit written public comments in advance via e-mail no later 
than 12:00 p.m. on the day of the meeting. Public comment e-mails should be sent to 
OBGMA@aol.com “Attention Board of Directors”. 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3. DIRECTOR ANNOUNCEMENTS/REPORTS/COMMENTS 

● Mutual Water Companies 
● Ojai Water Conservation District 
● City of Ojai 

mailto:obgma@aol.com
https://urlprotection-sjl.global.sonicwall.com/click?PV=1&MSGID=202010231801230570526&URLID=7&ESV=10.0.9.1000&IV=9B7EAE9AFF98133F33F5A44AD4B87961&TT=1603476272740&ESN=dx1BwZVLDr5Fw3DzdXm9jC34VLcqAKZrK3DioooQe2c%3D&KV=1536961729279&ENCODED_URL=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F82757127464%3Fpwd%3DRm5JenhNUDNvRVovaEUwMzdScnFRdz09&HK=E544052D258FF3B563BA33DB357E5E943E4DA0BC5C09113603B248BCC3D301B1
https://urlprotection-sjl.global.sonicwall.com/click?PV=1&MSGID=202010231801230570526&URLID=7&ESV=10.0.9.1000&IV=9B7EAE9AFF98133F33F5A44AD4B87961&TT=1603476272740&ESN=dx1BwZVLDr5Fw3DzdXm9jC34VLcqAKZrK3DioooQe2c%3D&KV=1536961729279&ENCODED_URL=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F82757127464%3Fpwd%3DRm5JenhNUDNvRVovaEUwMzdScnFRdz09&HK=E544052D258FF3B563BA33DB357E5E943E4DA0BC5C09113603B248BCC3D301B1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3DhCB5Z1DynNC7n8qcNeDQ/live
mailto:OBGMA@aol.com
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● Casitas Municipal Water District  
● Community Facilities District – CMWD Ojai Service Area 

 
4. GENERAL MANAGER COMMENTS 
 
5. BASIN STATUS REPORTS 

● Current Status of Basin: Input, Output, and Storage 
 
6. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ITEMS NOT APPEARING ON THE AGENDA 

The Board will receive comments from the public at this time. Other than for emergency items, 
no action can be taken during this period. Matters raised at this time may be briefly discussed 
by the Board and will generally be referred to staff and/or placed on a subsequent agenda. 

7. CONSENT AGENDA 

a. Financial Report for February 2026 

b. Minutes of February 26, 2026, meeting 

8. ACTION ITEMS 

a. Ojai Valley Groundwater Basin Annual Report 

• Receive and File the Water Year 2025 Ojai Valley Groundwater Basin Annual Report 

9. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

a. Legislative Ad-Hoc Committee Update 

b. Meter Compliance Ad-Hoc Committee Update 

10. ADJOURNMENT 

The regular meetings of the Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency are scheduled for 
the last Thursday of each month. The meeting agenda will be posted at Ojai City Hall and the 
OBGMA website 72 hours prior to the meeting. 
 
The next regular meeting of the Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency is scheduled for 
April 30, 2026, at 3:00 p.m. to be held in the Council Chambers at Ojai City Hall and by Zoom 
Teleconferencing. Please contact OBGMA by email at obgma@aol.com or by calling 
805.640.1207 with any questions. 

mailto:obgma@aol.com
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and completeness of extraction reporting, and (4) created a new data management system for storing and 

visualizing hydrologic data. 
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1 Introduction 

The Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency (OBGMA), acting as the Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) 

for the Ojai Valley Groundwater Basin (OVGB; DWR Basin No. 4-002), developed a Groundwater Sustainability Plan 

(GSP) in compliance with the 2014 Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) (California Water Code Section 

10720–10737.8, et al.) and the California Department of Water Resources (DWR) GSP Regulations (California Code 

of Regulations, Title 23, Section 350 et seq.). The OBGMA submitted the Draft Final GSP to the DWR on January 31, 

2022. The Draft Final GSP for the OVGB was approved by DWR on October 26, 2023. Information regarding the GSP, 

including the stakeholder process, is available from the OBGMA website: 

http://obgma.com/ 

SGMA regulations require an annual report be submitted to DWR by April 1 following GSP adoption. The OBGMA 

submitted the first annual report to DWR on April 1, 2022, which documented groundwater conditions in the basin 

over the 2020 and 2021 water years. This is the fifth annual report for the OVGB since GSP adoption and documents 

groundwater conditions for the 2025 water year (October 1, 2024, through September 30, 2025).  

For the purposes of this annual report, the plan area is defined as the OVGB (Figure 1), which has a surface area 

of approximately 5,913.4 acres, or 9.2 square miles, and underlies the City of Ojai in the western part of Ventura 

County (County). The OVGB’s boundaries are formed by Tertiary age consolidated rocks associated with the Topa 

Topa Mountains of California’s Transverse Ranges to the north and east, the Upper Ojai Valley Groundwater Basin 

(DWR Basin No. 4-001) to the east, the Santa Ana Fault and Black Mountain to the south, and the Upper Ventura 

River Groundwater Subbasin (DWR Basin No. 4-003.01) to the west (Figure 1) (DWR 2004).2 The eastern and 

western boundaries of the OVGB correspond to recognized bedrock highs that limit groundwater exchange flow 

between the OVGB and adjacent basins. The potential flow of groundwater between the OVGB and Upper Ventura 

River Subbasin is considered likely to be very small due to the low hydraulic conductivity of the geologic materials 

(bedrock) that form the boundary between the two groundwater basins (DWR 2004; Kear 2005). 

This report is organized to provide all of the required components of an annual report as per Article 7, Section 356.2—

Annual Reports, including groundwater elevation, groundwater extraction, and surface water supply data, and an 

evaluation of change in groundwater in storage. A discussion of the monitoring network and implementation progress 

is also provided. 

  

 
2 Geologic period from 66 million to 2.6 million years ago. The geologic timescale classifies this time period as the Cenozoic Era 

that includes the Paleogene and Neogene Periods. 
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2 Basin Setting 

The following subsections describe climate conditions, including precipitation, temperature, evapotranspiration, 

surface water and drainage features, and principal aquifer and aquitard characteristics in the OVGB. 

2.1 Precipitation 

The climate of the OVGB is Mediterranean, with warm, dry summers and cool, wet, winters. Precipitation is highly 

variable in the OVGB—seasonally, and from year to year. Precipitation typically occurs in just a few significant storms 

each year, which can come any time between October and April, with over 90% of the precipitation occurring between 

November and April (WCVC 2019). The Parameter-Elevation Regressions on Independent Slopes Model (PRISM) 

30-year (1991–2020) digital elevation model precipitation data shows that the average annual precipitation in the 

OVGB ranges from about 22 inches per year in the southwestern part of the OVGB to nearly 26 inches per year in the 

northernmost parts of the OVGB along the southern flank of the Topa Topa Mountains (Figure 2). 

Precipitation in the OVGB is monitored by four weather stations, three of which are maintained by the Ventura 

County Watershed Protection District (VCWPD) and one by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

(NOAA). Five additional VCWPD precipitation stations and one California Irrigation Management Information System 

(CIMIS) reference evapotranspiration (ETo) station located outside of the OVGB, but in the vicinity, provide additional 

climate data (Table 1 and Figure 2).  

Table 1. Weather Stations in the Vicinity of the OVGB 

Station Name (Station No.) Latitude Longitude 

Elevation  

(feet MSL) Period of Record 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

Ojai, California, US (USC00046399) 34.4477 -119.2275 745 5/1/1905 – Present 

Ventura County Watershed Protection District  

Ojai-County Fire Station (030D) 34.44806 -119.2313 760 10/1/1980 – Present 

Ojai-Thacher School (059) 34.46664 -119.1804 1,440 10/1/1915 – Present 

Upper Ojai-Happy Valley (064B) 34.43722 -119.1899 1,320 10/1/1970 – Present 

Ojai-Bower Tree Farm (153A) 34.44139 -119.2219 780 10/1/1977 – Present 

Ojai-Stewart Canyon (165) 34.46053 -119.2486 970 10/1/1956 – Present 

Meiners Oaks-County Fire Station 

(218) 

34.44461 -119.2852 730 10/1/1964 – Present 

Senior Gridley Canyon - Type B (300) 34.48192 -119.2088 2,514 10/1/1992 – Present 

Nordhoff Ridge - Type C (303) 34.50989 -119.2308 4,112 10/1/1997 – Present 

California Irrigation Management Information System 

Santa Paula (198)a 34.324639 -119.10488 218 3/30/2005 -06/29/2023 

Source: NOAA 2026; CIMIS 2025; VCWPD 2026. 

Notes: MSL = mean sea level. 
a Station 198 has been discontinued due to a land use change. 
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The weather station with the longest and most complete data record is the NOAA Ojai, California, US 

(USC00046399) station (herein abbreviated as the “Ojai station”) located near the center of the OVGB at an 

elevation of 745 feet mean sea level (MSL). The period of record for the Ojai station extends from May 1, 1905, to 

the present. Total water year precipitation at the Ojai station for water years with a complete data record ranges 

from a low of 5.46 inches, measured in 2021, to a high of 48.58 inches, measured in 1998.3 The average 

precipitation over the period from water year 1906 to 2025 was 20.69 inches (Figure 3) (NOAA 2025). Since water 

year 1906, 47 of the years were dry, 57 were average, and 16 were wet.4 Wet years highly influence the long-term 

average precipitation. 

Measurements collected at the Ojai station indicate the OVGB received approximately 9.74 inches of precipitation 

in the 2025 water year. This is approximately 47% of the 1906–2025 historical average annual precipitation rate.  

2.2 Temperature 

Temperatures within the OVGB fluctuate on a seasonal basis from warm summers to cool winters. August and 

September are typically the hottest months in the OVGB. Based on the Ojai station, the average annual temperature 

in the OVGB over the period from May 1, 1905, to September 30, 2025, was 61°F, ranging from an average low of 

45°F in the winter to an average high of 78°F in the summer. The historical all-time minimum and maximum 

temperature recorded at the Ojai station are 13°F and 119°F, respectively (NOAA 2026).  

 
3 Of the 120 water years with precipitation data, 102 years have a complete data record, which is defined for purposes of this 

report as having no more than 30 days missing in any given water year. 
4 Water years were classified as dry if precipitation was less than 75% of the average precipitation, average if precipitation was 

between 75% and 150% of the average precipitation, and wet if precipitation was greater than 150% of the average precipitation. 
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2.3 Evapotranspiration 

Reference evapotranspiration in the OVGB was calculated from the data collected at CIMIS Station 198 (located 

approximately 10 miles south-southeast of the southern basin boundary in Santa Paula, California) on a daily basis 

from April 2005 to June 2023 (Table 1). Station 198 has since been discontinued due to a land use change. The 

average ETo measured at CIMIS Station 198 between 2005 and 2022 is 53.07 inches per year (Table 2). In 

contrast, the average annual precipitation in the OVGB, based on the Ojai station (Figure 3), is 20.69 inches per 

year. The ETo values calculated from the CIMIS data reflect the amount of water theoretically transpired by grass 

or alfalfa if supplied by irrigation, but do not represent the actual transpiration from any specific crop or native 

vegetation. To calculate the evapotranspiration rate for a specific crop or native vegetation, the ETo is multiplied by 

a crop coefficient to adjust the water consumption for each crop relative to the water consumption for alfalfa. 

Table 2. Reference Evapotranspiration Totals for Station 198 

Year Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Annual 

Total 

2005 — — — 3.03 8.56 8.63 7.32 5.66 4.74 3.53 3.07 2.32 — 

2006 3.15 3.43 3.13 3.53 4.59 5.49 5.58 5.67 4.56 3.74 3.01 3.01 48.89 

2007 2.74 2.74 4.21 4.13 5.06 5.80 6.00 5.50 4.51 4.40 2.55 2.60 50.24 

2008 2.52 2.69 4.94 5.69 5.47 6.56 6.20 5.76 4.87 4.73 3.17 2.13 54.73 

2009 3.81 2.60 4.27 4.8 5.57 5.18 6.71 5.62 4.97 4.04 3.21 2.17 52.95 

2010 2.45 2.34 4.71 4.86 6.39 5.85 5.80 6.20 4.88 2.98 3.01 1.78 51.25 

2011 3.40 3.12 3.95 4.93 6.14 5.16 6.06 5.55 4.11 3.70 2.96 2.65 51.73 

2012 3.33 3.53 3.99 4.76 6.19 5.88 6.03 6.31 4.92 3.79 2.38 1.72 52.83 

2013 3.20 3.16 4.03 4.92 6.26 5.88 5.87 5.99 5.03 4.26 2.93 3.10 54.63 

2014 3.39 2.74 4.48 5.57 6.72 6.12 6.24 5.73 4.88 4.11 3.04 1.52 54.54 

2015 2.09 2.48 4.08 4.92 5.08 5.29 5.90 6.38 5.35 4.11 3.47 2.71 51.86 

2016 2.16 4.19 4.19 5.59 5.29 6.00 6.90 6.08 5.11 3.57 2.72 2.40 54.2 

2017 1.88 1.69 4.71 5.80 5.87 6.07 6.65 5.86 4.68 4.83 2.59 3.52 54.15 

2018 2.87 3.12 3.52 5.31 4.92 6.11 6.87 6.58 4.70 4.12 3.39 2.48 53.99 

2019 2.25 2.12 4.18 5.16 5.36 4.53 6.52 6.44 5.17 5.25 2.94 2.52 52.44 

2020 2.50 3.61 3.26 4.52 6.61 5.77 6.80 6.19 4.66 4.08 2.89 3.16 54.05 

2021 3.06 3.47 4.53 5.27 5.71 6.53 6.56 6.00 4.62 4.16 3.06 1.53 54.50 

2022 3.24 3.69 4.59 5.34 5.87 6.33 6.38 6.26 5.12 3.47 3.26 1.73 55.28 

2023a 2.03 2.79 3.17 4.59 3.83 3.93 — — — — — — — 

Average 2.78 2.97 4.11 4.88 5.76 5.85 6.36 5.99 4.83 4.05 2.98 2.39 53.07 

Source: CIMIS 2025. 

Note: All values are in inches; — = not available. 
a Station 198 has been discontinued due to a land use change. 

2.4 Surface Water and Drainage Features 

The OVGB is within the San Antonio Creek watershed which is one of the largest sub-watersheds of the Ventura River 

watershed. The San Antonio Creek watershed is approximately 32,743.1 acres, or 51.2 square miles and completely 

encompasses the OVGB (Figure 1). The portion of the San Antonio Creek watershed contributing recharge to the OVGB 
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is approximately 20,340.8 acres, or 31.8 square miles. The San Antonio Creek watershed is characterized by 

tectonically active mountains dominated by chaparral and exposed bedrock with narrow ephemeral and intermittent 

streams. There are no major surface water reservoirs within the San Antonio Creek watershed. San Antonio Creek is 

the largest stream in the San Antonio Creek watershed and is fed by four primary tributary streams including McNell 

Creek, Thacher Creek, Reeves Creek, and Lion Creek, the last-mentioned being located outside of the OVGB. A number 

of small named and unnamed ephemeral drainages also contribute flow to San Antonio Creek. Recharge to the OVGB 

occurs through percolation of surface waters through alluvial channels, infiltration of precipitation that falls directly on 

the valley floor, subsurface flow, and septic and irrigation return flow (DWR 2004).  

2.5 Stream Flow Measurements 

Streamflow records are available for four stream gaging stations on San Antonio Creek, in addition to one gaging 

station on Thacher Creek (Table 3 and Figure 2). The stream gauge with the longest and most complete data record 

is the San Antonio Creek at Old Creek (605A) station located at the outlet of San Antonio Creek near the confluence 

with the Ventura River.5 The period of record for station 605A extends from October 1, 1949 to present.6 Peak flow 

at the outlet of San Antonio Creek typically occurs between December and April of any given water year and baseflow 

generally falls to 0 cubic feet per second (cfs) between June and October. There are some exceptions, particularly 

in 1969, 1978, 1983, 1993, 1995, 1998, 2005, 2023, 2024, and 2025 when flow continued through the summer 

months. The highest gauged flow was 10,405 cfs in January 1969. The water year with the lowest recorded stream 

discharge was 1951, where reportedly no flow occurred, and the water year with the highest recorded stream 

discharge was 1969 at 78,403 acre-feet (AF). The average water year stream discharge for the period of record is 

11,386 AF (Figure 4). Wet years highly influence the long-term average stream discharge. 

In water year 2025, the highest daily average flow measured at gauge 605A was approximately 100 cfs. A total of 

approximately 2,203 AF of flow was measured at gauge 605A in water year 2025.  

The OBGMA has measured streamflow of San Antonio Creek at the outflow of the OVGB since July 2019. Stream 

discharge measurements consist of manual readings collected on a monthly frequency at Skunk Ranch Road 

(Figure 2). Between July 2019 and September 2025, stream discharges measured at the OVGB outflow averaged 

approximately 6.6 cfs. During this period, stream discharge during the summer ranged from approximately 0.01 to 

14 cfs and during the winter ranged from approximately 1 to 55 cfs (Figure 5). 

In water year 2025, stream discharge at the OVGB outflow averaged approximately 3.4 cfs and ranged from a low 

of approximately 1.3 cfs in September 2025 to a high of approximately 5 cfs in March 2025 (Figure 5). Stream 

discharge at the OVGB outflow in water year 2025 was slightly lower than the average of 6.6 cfs.  

 
5 The San Antonio Creek at Old Creek (605A) station was installed just upstream of the inactive San Antonio Creek at Hwy 33 (605) 

station. Together these stations provide daily stream discharge at the outlet of San Antonio Creek for the period from October 1, 

1949 to present. 
6  The data for gauge 605A from October 1, 2016 to present is preliminary and subject to revision. 
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Table 3. Stream Gauges in the Vicinity of the OVGB 

Station Name (Station No.) Latitude Longitude 

Elevation  

(feet MSL) Period of Record 

Ventura County Watershed Protection District  

San Antonio Creek at Camp Comfort 

(616) 

34.42703 -119.2585 577 10/1/2018 – Present 

San Antonio Cr above Spreading 

Grounds (648) 

34.46636 -119.2053 — 10/1/2013 – 10/1/2014 

San Antonio Creek at Grand Ave (649) 34.45436 -119.2218 — 10/1/2013 – 10/1/2016 

Thacher Creek at Boardman Road 

(669)ab 

34.44481 -119.2227 — 10/1/2002 – 10/1/2008 

San Antonio Creek at Old Creek Road 

(605A)c 

34.38256 -119.3027 — 10/1/1949 – Present 

Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency 

San Antonio Creek at Skunk Ranch 

Roadd 

34.43373 -119.249434 — 7/29/2019 - Present 

Source: VCWPD 2026. 

Notes: MSL = mean sea level; — = data are not available. 
a Site listed as active on the VCWPD Hydrologic Data Server but period of record does not extend to present. 
b Peak event only site. 
c Site located near inactive San Antonio Creek at Hwy 33 (605) station. The period of record for station 605 extends from October 

1, 1949 to September 30, 2014. 
d The OBGMA measurements at San Antonio Creek at Skunk Ranch Road include manual stream flow measurements and 

automated data logger readings. 

2.6 Principal Aquifer and Aquitards 

Water-bearing units of the OVGB include alluvial deposits and fractures and interstices of underlying Tertiary 

rocks. The alluvium is composed of units of sand, gravel, and clay up to 50 to 100 feet thick that pinch out toward 

the lateral edges of the OVGB (Figure 6) (Kear 2005; DBS&A 2011, 2020). The alluvial deposits are the most 

productive units in the OVGB, with well yields ranging from 100 to 600 gallons per minute (GPM) (DWR 2004). 

The weathered Tertiary rocks are typically consolidated and yield minor amounts of poor-quality water, with well 

yields typically between 2 to 5 GPM, but reaching a maximum of about 50 GPM (DWR 2004). The contact of the 

alluvial unconsolidated deposits of Pleistocene to Holocene age with the Tertiary rocks define the base of the 

OVGB. The primary storage units for groundwater are approximately four discrete sand and gravel units on the 

order of up to 100 feet thick each, which are sourced near the alluvial fan heads in the northeast side of the Ojai 

Valley (Kear 2005; OBGMA 2018). The individual coarse-grained sand and gravel aquifer units comprising the 

primary production aquifer are thickest in the northern and eastern areas of the OVGB and thinnest in the 

southern and western areas of the OVGB where fine grained lacustrine and floodplain deposits of up to 

approximately 100 feet thick predominate as confining layers creating a multi-layered aquifer system (DBS&A 

2011; Kear 2005; OBGMA 2018). The uppermost confining clay unit, which generally extends from approximately 

30 to 130 feet below ground surface (bgs), is the thickest and most extensive aquitard and separates the primary 

production aquifer from a shallow perched aquifer (Kear 2005, 2021; OBGMA 2018). The shallow perched 

aquifer generally extends from approximately 15 to 30 feet bgs and is present in the southwestern portion of the 

OVGB (Figures 6 and 7) (Kear 2005, 2021). Groundwater within the primary production aquifer is predominantly 

under unconfined conditions near the alluvial fan heads and semi-confined to mostly confined in the central, 
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southern, and western portions of the OVGB (Kear 2005, 2021). The alluvial deposits are deepest in the central 

and southern areas of the OVGB (Kear 2005; DBS&A 2011, 2020). The maximum total thickness of the alluvial 

deposits is approximately 900 feet (DBS&A 2011, 2020). 
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