
 

AGENDA 
December 11, 2025, at 3:00 pm 
Council Chambers, Ojai City Hall 

401 South Ventura Street, Ojai, CA 93023 
Phone: 805.640.1207     Web site:  obgma.com 

Email: obgma@aol.com 
 

Board of Directors 
Richard Hajas, Casitas Municipal Water District Jim Finch, Ojai Water Conservation District 
Michael Weaver, Mutual Water Companies Bob Daddi, Community Facilities District 

Andrew Whitman, City of Ojai 
 
Zoom Teleconferencing for Public Call in Participation: 
1. Zoom Dial in Information: 1-669-900-9128, Meeting ID: 827 5712 7464, Password: 218792. 
For Public Viewing 
2. Zoom Meeting 

Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82757127464?pwd=Rm5JenhNUDNvRVovaEUwMzdScnFR
dz09 

3. www.OBGMA.com  
4. City of Ojai YouTube Channel at: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3DhCB5Z1DynNC7n8qcNeDQ/live (2 Minute delay 
of transmission) 

5. In Ojai, CA: Spectrum Channel 10. 

Public Comments: Members of the public may provide public comments under Item 6 or on 
each agenda item presented herein. Please wait until the Board Chair asks if any members of 
the public wish to comment. This will provide for orderly participation during the meeting.  

Members of the public may also submit written public comments in advance via e-mail no later 
than 12:00 p.m. on the day of the meeting. Public comment e-mails should be sent to 
OBGMA@aol.com “Attention Board of Directors”. 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3. DIRECTOR ANNOUNCEMENTS/REPORTS/COMMENTS 

● Mutual Water Companies 
● Ojai Water Conservation District 
● City of Ojai 

mailto:obgma@aol.com
https://urlprotection-sjl.global.sonicwall.com/click?PV=1&MSGID=202010231801230570526&URLID=7&ESV=10.0.9.1000&IV=9B7EAE9AFF98133F33F5A44AD4B87961&TT=1603476272740&ESN=dx1BwZVLDr5Fw3DzdXm9jC34VLcqAKZrK3DioooQe2c%3D&KV=1536961729279&ENCODED_URL=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F82757127464%3Fpwd%3DRm5JenhNUDNvRVovaEUwMzdScnFRdz09&HK=E544052D258FF3B563BA33DB357E5E943E4DA0BC5C09113603B248BCC3D301B1
https://urlprotection-sjl.global.sonicwall.com/click?PV=1&MSGID=202010231801230570526&URLID=7&ESV=10.0.9.1000&IV=9B7EAE9AFF98133F33F5A44AD4B87961&TT=1603476272740&ESN=dx1BwZVLDr5Fw3DzdXm9jC34VLcqAKZrK3DioooQe2c%3D&KV=1536961729279&ENCODED_URL=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F82757127464%3Fpwd%3DRm5JenhNUDNvRVovaEUwMzdScnFRdz09&HK=E544052D258FF3B563BA33DB357E5E943E4DA0BC5C09113603B248BCC3D301B1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3DhCB5Z1DynNC7n8qcNeDQ/live
mailto:OBGMA@aol.com
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e. Authorize the General Manager to execute the Agreement between OBGMA and 
Casitas Municipal Water District for Three Groundwater Wells 

9. DISCUSSION ITEMS 

a. Legislative Ad-Hoc Committee Update 

b. Meter Compliance Ad-Hoc Committee Update 

10. ADJOURNMENT 

The regular meetings of the Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency are scheduled for 
the last Thursday of each month. The meeting agenda will be posted at Ojai City Hall and the 
OBGMA website 72 hours prior to the meeting. 
 
The next regular meeting of the Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency is scheduled for 
January 29, 2026, at 3:00 p.m. to be held in the Council Chambers at Ojai City Hall and by Zoom 
Teleconferencing. Please contact OBGMA by email at obgma@aol.com or by calling 
805.640.1207 with any questions. 

mailto:obgma@aol.com
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RESOLUTION NO. 2025-05 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE OJAI BASIN GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT AGENCY 
AUTHORIZING WRITTEN VERIFICATION FOR A PROPOSED WELL LOCATED WITHIN THE 

BOUNDARIES OF THE AGENCY ON ASSESSOR’S PARCEL NO. 028-0-010-120/028-0-010-090 
 

WHEREAS, by its enabling legislation, the Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency 
(OBGMA) is responsible for managing the groundwater resource within its jurisdictional 
boundaries. 

WHEREAS, the OBGMA jurisdictional boundaries contain the Ojai Valley Groundwater Basin 
(Ojai Basin), as defined by the Department of Water Resources (DWR), as well as some, but not 
all, of the larger watershed area containing the Ojai Basin.  

WHEREAS, the Ojai Basin is subject to the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act of 2014 
(California Water Code § 10720 et. seq.) and has been designated by DWR as a high priority 
basin. 

WHEREAS, pursuant to California Water Code § 10723(c)(1), OBGMA is designated as the 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) for the Ojai Basin and has adopted a Groundwater 
Sustainability Plan (GSP) for the Ojai Basin. 

WHEREAS, by its Ordinance No. 8, the OBGMA requires all water wells constructed within the 
OBGMA boundary to be registered with the Agency, to have a meter installed, and for all 
groundwater extractions to be reported to the Agency. 

WHEREAS, in compliance with its statutory obligation to ensure sustainable groundwater 
management of the Ojai Basin, OBGMA must determine, prior to issuing written verification for 
a permit to construct a new well or for replacement of an existing well, that groundwater 
extraction by the proposed well would not be inconsistent with any sustainable groundwater 
management program established in the GSP adopted by OBGMA for the Ojai Basin, and would 
not decrease the likelihood of achieving a sustainability goal for the Basin covered by the GSP. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the OBGMA Board of Directors finds as follows in 
consideration of the Well Verification Application of Margaret Vanderfin (APN 028-0-010-
120/028-0-010-090) dated September 29, 2025: 

1. A well verification analysis was completed by Dudek dated November 13, 2025, and substantial 
evidence supports the finding that groundwater extraction by the proposed well would not be 
inconsistent with any sustainable groundwater management program established in the GSP 
adopted by OBGMA for the Ojai Basin and would not decrease the likelihood of achieving a 
sustainability goal for the Basin covered by the GSP. 

2. The proposed well must be constructed and operated pursuant to the standards of Ventura 
County Ordinance 4468, Section 4814, which incorporates California Well Standards, Bulletin 74-
81; the draft supplemental, Bulletin 74-90; Ventura County Water Well Standards Bulletin 
No. 74-9 and compliance with all other County permitting requirements. 

3. The proposed well must meet OBGMA’s requirements for new wells including metering, 
registration, monitoring, reporting, and any other special conditions of approval. 
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4. The following OBGMA permit conditions are also made a part of this water well authorization to 
proceed:  

a. OBGMA representative(s) shall be provided an opportunity to confirm the drilling 
location prior to drilling. 

b. OBGMA representative(s) must be present during groundbreaking and drilling of the 
upper 50 feet and be allowed to collect samples and log cuttings. 

c. A geophysical log must be conducted in the borehole and a copy provided to OBGMA 
representative(s). 

d. The upper 100 feet of the annular space of the well, or a field-agreed depth based on 
conditions encountered in the borehole, shall be sealed to effectively comply with 
Ordinance No. 12. 

e. The well owner shall comply with all applicable OBGMA Ordinances and Resolutions 
requiring metering of the well, extraction reporting, and fee payment to OBGMA now in 
effect or as may hereafter be adopted. 

f. Well contractor to provide OBGMA with the completion Report and State Well Number 
within 30 days of well completion. 

g. The well owner shall provide OBGMA a deposit of $1,500 in advance of commencing 
drilling or other work related to construction of the well to cover OBGMA’s cost 
ensuring compliance with the foregoing conditions. 

 

WHEREFORE, the Application of Margaret Vanderfin (APN 028-0-010-120/028-0-010-090) for a 
Well Verification dated September 29, 2025, is hereby APPROVED by the Board of Directors of 
the Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency on December 11, 2025. 

 
__________________________________ 
 Richard Hajas, President 
 
Attest: __________________________________ 
 Cece Van Der Meer, Secretary 
 
Vote: 
 Richard Hajas, Casitas Municipal Water District [Yes / No / Abstain / Absent] 
 Michael Weaver, Mutual Water Companies  [Yes / No / Abstain / Absent] 

Jim Finch, Ojai Water Conservation District  [Yes / No / Abstain / Absent] 
 Andrew Whitman, City of Ojai   [Yes / No / Abstain / Absent] 
 Bob Daddi, Community Facilities District  [Yes / No / Abstain / Absent] 



Member Agencies 
Ojai Water Conservation District Ojai Basin Mutual Water Companies: 
Casitas Municipal Water District  Senior Canyon MWC 
City of Ojai  Siete Robles MWC 
Community Facilities District  Hermitage MWC 

 

   
Office Address: 417 Bryant Circle Drive, Suite 112, Ojai CA 93023 805.640.1207 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1779, Ojai CA 93024 obgma@aol.com 

www.obgma.com 
 

  

December 11, 2025 

Margaret Vanderfin 
1123 Mercer Avenue 
Ojai CA 93023 

Subject: Well Application for APN 028-0-010-120/028-0-010-090, 1123 Mercer Avenue Ojai CA 

Dear Property Owner: 

The Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency (OBGMA) is responsible for managing the 
groundwater resource within its jurisdictional boundaries. The OBGMA jurisdictional boundaries contain 
the Ojai Valley Groundwater Basin (Ojai Basin), as defined by the Department of Water Resources 
(DWR), as well as some, but not all, of the larger watershed area containing the Ojai Basin.  

The Ojai Basin is subject to the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act of 2014 (California Water 
Code § 10720 et. seq.) and has been designated by DWR as a high priority basin. Pursuant to California 
Water Code § 10723(c)(1), OBGMA is designated as the Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) for the 
Ojai Basin and has adopted a Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) for the Ojai Basin. 

In compliance with its statutory obligation to ensure sustainable groundwater management of the Ojai 
Basin, OBGMA must determine, prior to issuing written verification for a permit to construct a new well 
or for replacement of an existing well, that groundwater extraction by the proposed well would not be 
inconsistent with any sustainable groundwater management program established in the GSP adopted by 
OBGMA for the Ojai Basin, and would not decrease the likelihood of achieving a sustainability goal for 
the Basin covered by the GSP. 

You have applied to OBGMA for written verification regarding construction of a new well located on APN 
024-0-141-025. With regard to your application, OBGMA finds as follows: 

OBGMA Verification of Water Well Application. 
 Your application is: 

Approved: X based on: 
 1.  Water use is intended for domestic use and extraction will be under 

2 acre-feet each water year (October 1 through September 30 of 
each year) 

 2.  A verification analysis has been completed and the water well is not 
inconsistent with OBGMA’s Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) 
and would not decrease the likelihood of achieving a sustainability 
goal for the basin covered by the GSP. This verification is approved 
by the OBGMA Board of Directors and this is your authorization to 
proceed with application to the County of Ventura, subject to the 
General and Standard permit conditions contained herein.  
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www.obgma.com 
 

Any approval shall be valid for one year from the date of this verification unless changes in law 
make this approval invalid. 

Not Approved:  based on: 
 1.  Needing the following additional information or clarification on your 

water well application (see attached): 
 2.  A verification analysis has been completed and the water well is not 

consistent with OBGMA’s Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) and 
may decrease the likelihood of achieving a sustainability goal for the 
basin covered by the GSP.  

 

The following general conditions are to be followed for the proposed water well: 
 

1. The proposed well must be constructed and operated pursuant to the standards of Ventura 
County Ordinance 4468, Section 4814, which incorporates California Well Standards, Bulletin 74-
81; the draft supplemental, Bulletin 74-90; Ventura County Water Well Standards Bulletin 
No. 74-9 and compliance with all other County permitting requirements. 

2. The proposed well must meet OBGMA’s requirements for new wells including registration, 
monitoring, reporting, and any other special conditions of approval. 

3. If the proposed well is located in an area overlying the Southwestern Uppermost Saturated Zone 
(SWUSZ) of the Ojai Basin as determined by OBGMA, Ordinance No. 12 requires the well be 
equipped with a seal of adequate depth to preclude communication between the well’s 
production zones and the SWUSZ. If the well is within the SWUSZ, the following conditions 
apply: 

a. OBGMA representative(s) shall be provided an opportunity to confirm the drilling 
location prior to drilling. 

b. OBGMA representative(s) must be present during groundbreaking and drilling of the 
upper 50 feet and be allowed to collect samples and log cuttings. 

c. A geophysical log must be conducted in the borehole and a copy provided to OBGMA 
representative(s). 

d. The upper 100 feet of the annular space of the well, or a field-agreed depth based on 
conditions encountered in the borehole, shall be sealed to effectively comply with 
Ordinance No. 12.  

4. The following standard OBGMA permit conditions are also made a part of this water well 
authorization to proceed:  

a. The well owner shall comply with all applicable OBGMA Ordinances and Resolutions 
requiring metering of the well, extraction reporting, and fee payment to OBGMA now in 
effect or as may hereafter be adopted 

b. Well contractor to provide OBGMA with the completion Report and State Well Number 
within 30 days of well completion 

c. The well owner shall provide OBGMA a deposit of $1,500 in advance of commencing 
drilling or other work related to construction of the well to cover OBGMA’s cost ensuring 
compliance with the foregoing conditions. 
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www.obgma.com 

The following forms are attached for your information and use: 

• Water Well Registration and Verification Request

• Well Registration Form

• Sample Quarterly Extraction Statement

• First Notice of Groundwater Extraction

Please contact us at obgmagm@gmail.com if you have any questions. 

Very truly yours, 

Julia Aranda, PE 
General Manager 

c: County of Ventura 

Attachments: Water Well Registration and Verification Request 
Well Registration Form  
Sample Quarterly Extraction Statement 
First Notice of Groundwater Extraction 

mailto:obgmagm@gmail.com


















































Item 8d 

Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency 
Memorandum

To: Board of Directors 

From: Julia Aranda, PE, General Manager  

Subject: Participation in Small Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) Coalition 

December 11, 2025 

Recommenda�on 

• Authorize the General Manager to execute the Cost Sharing Agreement for the Small
Groundwater Sustainability Agency Coali�on

Background 
A Dra� Cost Sharing Agreement for the Small Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) Coali�on was 
presented to the Board at their mee�ng of October 30, 2025. OBGMA legal counsel has reviewed the 
Revised Small GSA Cost Sharing Agreement (atached) and does not have any concerns regarding the 
Agreement. 

Since 2022, the Sonoma County Water Agency (Sonoma Water) has provided staffing and advocacy 
support to the Coali�on through its Community and Government Affairs Manager, Ann DuBay (who is 
now re�red and works as a consultant for Sonoma Water to assist the Coali�on), and its contract 
lobbyist, Pacific Policy Group (Mark Fenstermaker). In 2024, Sonoma Water no�fied the Coali�on that it 
would end this support on December 31, 2025. 

The Coali�on meets monthly for one hour and receives a legisla�ve update and discusses relevant issues, 
such as fee studies, monitoring ques�ons, compliance reports and technical issues. In addi�on, the 
Coali�on meets with key members of the Legislature and legisla�ve staff to discuss funding needs and 
has established regular mee�ngs with DWR to iden�fy duplica�ve or unnecessary compliance tasks. 

In Spring 2025, the Coali�on held its first legisla�ve day to specifically discuss with Legislators and staff a 
request for $3.5 million in Proposi�on 4 (climate bond) funds to help pay for five-year GSP evalua�ons. 
The Coali�on’s request was included in the budget trailer bill, SB 105, and was signed by the Governor 
on September 17, 2025. The Coali�on has begun discussions with DWR about how the funds will be 
allocated. 

Financial Impact 
If all 15 GSAs receive approval from their Boards to par�cipate, the one-year cost for each GSA would be 
$4,000. However, to be conserva�ve, if only 10 GSAs would par�cipate for an annual per-GSA cost of 
$6,000.  

Based on this conserva�ve assump�on, the GSA would be invoiced on January 1, 2026, for its share of 
the $30,000 six-month cost of Coali�on advocacy and management, an amount no greater than $3,000 
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(note that this amount is likely to drop if addi�onal GSAs par�cipate). Therea�er, the GSA would be 
invoiced on July 1 for the full new fiscal year. The GSA can terminate its par�cipa�on by giving no�ce to 
the Coali�on by July 1 (the start of the new fiscal year) without penalty. If the GSA decides to leave the 
Coali�on during the fiscal year, it will forfeit its payment. 
 
PPG proposes a one-year contract from January 1, 2026, through December 31, 2026, for advocacy and 
Coali�on management services (see atached scope of work) for a not-to-exceed amount of $6,000, with 
the actual amount based on the number of GSAs that sign the Cost-Sharing Agreement. 
 
Atachments:  Cost Sharing Agreement 

Leter of Agreement for Advocacy and Administra�ve Services 
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COST SHARING AGREEMENT 
 

 This Cost Sharing Agreement (“Agreement”) is made and entered into by and between the 
undersigned Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (“GSAs”), individually referred to as a “Party” and  
collectively referred to as the “Parties,” subject to the following understanding:  

RECITALS 
1. The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (“SGMA”), codified at California Water Code section 

10720 et seq., became effective on January 1, 2015. 
 

2. SGMA requires GSAs for medium and high priority groundwater basins (as designated by the 
California Department of Water Resources (“DWR”) to achieve groundwater sustainability through 
the adoption and implementation of Groundwater Sustainability Plans (“GSPs”) or approved 
alternative plans. 
 

3. Many GSAs managing basins or sub-basins with an average annual groundwater extraction of less 
than 10,000 acre-feet per year (“Small GSAs”) face disproportionate administrative and 
compliance costs relative to their size and groundwater usage. 
 

4. The Parties, through their respective staff members and representatives (“Party 
Representatives”), desire to cooperatively fund and manage shared interests and efforts that 
benefit Small GSAs under SGMA, while retaining their independent local authority. Therefore, in 
consideration of the mutual promises, covenants and conditions herein set forth, the Parties agree 
as follows: 

AGREEMENT 

1. PURPOSE. 
The purpose of this Agreement is to establish the cost-sharing and administrative framework for the Party 
Representatives to coordinate advocacy efforts regarding SGMA implementation challenges unique to 
Small GSAs. 

2. COST SHARING.  
 

a) Equal Shares. Each Party shall contribute an equal share to the total cost of retaining (i) an 
Advocacy Administrator; and (b) an Advocate. Each Party shall contribute an equal portion of the 
total cost, with payments made in accordance with subsection 2(b) of this Agreement, below.  
 

b) Annual Budget and Payment Thereof. The Parties’ cost-sharing obligations shall be based on and 
limited by an annual budget for the Fiscal Year beginning on July 1 and ending on June 30, as follows:  

 
i) On or before March 1 of each year, the Administrator shall prepare and distribute a draft 

budget for review by the Party Representatives  
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ii) On or before April 1 of each year, the Administrator shall prepare and distribute a 
revised budget for final review and approval by at least three-fourths of the Parties on 
or before May 1. 
 

iii) On or before July 1 of each year, the Administrator shall invoice each Party their 
respective share of the approved final budget. Payment shall be due within 60 days of 
receipt such invoice. 
 

iv) For the last six months of Fiscal Year 2025-2026, the Parties costs for advocacy and 
management will total $30,000. The Administrator shall issue invoices for January 1, 
2026 through June 30, 2026 on or before by January 1, 2026 and payments shall be due 
within 60 days of receipt of such invoice. 
 

c) Deferment of Payment. Any Party with a fiscal year other than July 1 to June 30 may defer payment 
to October 1, provided however that the Party provide written notice of such fact to the 
Administrator on or before July 1. 

 
d) Nonpayment. Failure to submit payment within 60 days after receipt of an invoice from the 

Administrator shall constitute a default of this Agreement and result in that Party’s removal and 
termination of this Agreement with respect to the defaulting party. In addition, the remaining 
Parties hereby reserve the right to pursue recovery of any unpaid obligations from the delinquent 
Party. 

3. RETENTION OF INDEPENDENT CONTRACTORS.  
 

a) The Administrator. The Party Representatives may appoint by majority vote (with one Party 
Representative voting on behalf of its GSA), an Administrator as an independent contractor to act 
as the custodian of the funds and maintain accurate accounting records, in accordance with 
subsection 3(c) of this Agreement and in an amount not to exceed the amount set forth in the annual 
budget. The Administrator may be a Party, a private individual, or an entity. The initial 
Administrator of the Coalition shall be Ann DuBay. 
 

b) The Advocate. The Party Representatives may appoint by majority vote (with one Party 
Representative voting on behalf of its GSA) an Advocate as an independent contractor to represent 
the Parties’ interests before the State Legislature, State agencies, and other stakeholders as 
determined by the Parties, in accordance with subsection 3(c) of this Agreement and in an amount 
not to exceed the amount set forth in the annual budget. The Advocate may be a private individual 
or an entity.  
 

c) Contract for Services.  The Scope of Work  for the Administrator and Advocate shall be approved 
by a majority of the Parties’ General Managers or contracting officers (collectively, the “Contracting 
Officers”).  The Contracting Officers are authorized to designate one or more Contracting Officers 
to execute an engagement letter or agreement for the services of the Administrator and Advocate.    
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d) Representation.  The Administrator and the Advocate will consider their client to be all of the 
parties funding and participating in this Agreement, and will take direction from a majority vote of 
the Party Representatives (with one Party Representative voting on behalf of its GSA). 
 

e) Oversight. The Party Representatives  may meet in person or virtually as needed to review work 
product, costs, or other matters related to or associated with the Administrator and/or Advocate. 
These meetings may be held virtually or in person, as determined by the Party Representatives. 

4. ADMISSION, WITHDRAWAL, AND TERMINATION 
 

a) Admission. Any Small GSA may become party to this Agreement upon written consent by majority 
vote of the Party Representatives (with one Party Representative voting on behalf of its GSA) and 
execution of an amendment to this Agreement by the additional party. 
 

b) Withdrawal. Any Party may withdraw from this Agreement upon 30 days’ advance written notice 
to the Administrator. Upon receipt of such notice, the Administrator shall immediately provide 
notice to all other Parties of the anticipated withdraw. Withdrawal shall not affect, alleviate, or 
otherwise terminate any financial obligations of the withdrawing Party’s incurred or otherwise 
existing prior to the date of notice of withdrawal nor shall withdraw entitle the withdrawing Party 
to a refund for any portion of any contributed portion of the budget. 

 
c) Termination. This Agreement shall remain in effect so long as at least five Parties remain party to 

this Agreement. 

5. INDEMNIFICATION. 
Each Party shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless the other Parties, their officers, employees, and 
agents from and against any and all claims liabilities, and expenses (“Claims”) arising out of or in 
connection with this Agreement except to the extent any such Claims arise out of that Party’s negligent acts 
or omissions in connection with this Agreement. 

6. RELATIONSHIP OF THE PARTIES.  
Each Party is an independent public agency collaborating voluntarily on a common issue. Nothing in this 
Agreement shall create a joint venture, partnership, or agency relationship among the Parties. 

7. DISPUTE RESOLUTION; CHOICE OF LAW.  
Any dispute arising under this Agreement shall first be addressed through good-faith negotiations. If 
unresolved within 30 days, the dispute shall proceed to mediation, and if necessary, binding arbitration 
under California Code of Civil Procedure Part III, Title 9. Venue for all proceedings shall be Sacramento 
County, California. This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the 
State of California. 

8. AMENDMENTS.  
Except for admission of new Small GSAs a member to this Agreement, this Agreement may be amended 
upon written consent of all Parties.  



Page 4 of 7 
 

9. EFFECTIVE DATE AND TERM.  
This Agreement shall become effective on January 1, 2026, and shall remain in effect so long as at least five 
Parties remain party to this Agreement. 

10. EXTENSIONS OF TIME. 

Whenever the last day of any period described herein falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or holiday, the period 
shall be automatically extended to 11:59 p.m. of the next business day, Pacific Time. The time in which any 
act provided under this Agreement is to be done shall be computed by excluding the first day and including 
the last day, unless the last day is a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday, and then it is also excluded. 

11. NOTICES.  
Any notice authorized or required to be given pursuant to this Agreement shall be made in writing and sent 
via electronic mail to the email address provided beneath the Party’s signature, below, and shall be deemed 
to have been given when the e-mail is sent. Any notice sent to the Administrator shall be made in writing 
and sent via electronic mail to anndubay@sonic.net or any successor Administrator as appointed by the 
Party Representatives. Any Party or the Administrator may change their e-mail address for purpose of 
receiving notice by providing such information in accordance with the process set forth herein.  

12. COUNTERPARTS AND ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES. 
This Agreement may be executed in counterparts, including by electronic or digital signature, each of which 
shall be deemed an original and together constitute one instrument. 

13. ENTIRE AGREEMENT.  
This Agreement, including the Recitals which are a material part of the Agreement and are incorporated 
herein, constitute the full and complete understanding among the Parties concerning the subject matter 
herein and supersede all prior and contemporaneous agreements or memoranda of understanding relating 
to said subject matter. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties have executed this Agreement as of the dates set forth below. 

CARPINTERIA VALLEY GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 

By: ___________________________________________ 
Name: __________________________ 
Title: ___________________________ 
Email: __________________________ 
Date: ___________________________ 

INDIO SUBBASIN GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 

By: ___________________________________________ 
Name: __________________________ 
Title: ___________________________  
Email: __________________________ 
Date: ___________________________ 
 

mailto:anndubay@sonic.net
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MONTECITO GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 

By: ___________________________________________ 
Name: __________________________ 
Title: ___________________________ 
Email: __________________________ 
Date: ___________________________ 

MOUND GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 

By: ___________________________________________ 
Name: __________________________ 
Title: ___________________________ 
Email: __________________________ 
Date: ___________________________ 
OJAI BASIN GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT AGENCY 

By: ___________________________________________ 
Name: __________________________ 
Title: ___________________________ 
Email: __________________________ 
Date: ___________________________ 

PETALUMA VALLEY GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 

By: ___________________________________________ 
Name: __________________________ 
Title: ___________________________ 
Email: __________________________ 
Date: ___________________________ 

SALINAS VALLEY GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY, MONTEREY SUBBASIN 

By: ___________________________________________ 
Name: __________________________ 
Title: ___________________________ 
Email: __________________________ 
Date: ___________________________ 

SALINAS VALLEY GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY, LANGLEY AREA SUBBASIN 

By: ___________________________________________ 
Name: __________________________ 
Title: ___________________________ 
Email: __________________________ 
Date: ___________________________ 
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SAN GORGONIO PASS GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 

By: ___________________________________________ 
Name: __________________________ 
Title: ___________________________ 
Email: __________________________ 
Date: ___________________________ 

SANTA CRUZ MID-COUNTY GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 
 

By: ___________________________________________ 
Name: __________________________ 
Title: ___________________________ 
Email: __________________________ 
Date: ___________________________ 

SANTA MARGARITA GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 

By: ___________________________________________ 
Name: __________________________ 
Title: ___________________________ 
Email: __________________________ 
Date: ___________________________ 

SANTA YNEZ RIVER VALLEY GROUNDWATER BASIN CENTRAL MANAGEMENT AREA 
GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 

By: ___________________________________________ 
Name: __________________________ 
Title: ___________________________ 
Email: __________________________ 
Date: ___________________________ 
 

SIERRA VALLEY GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 

By: ___________________________________________ 
Name: __________________________ 
Title: ___________________________ 
Email: __________________________ 
Date: ___________________________ 

SISKIYOU GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 

By: ___________________________________________ 
Name: __________________________ 
Title: ____________________________ 
Email: ___________________________ 
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Date: ___________________________ 
 

SPADRA BASIN GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 

By: ___________________________________________ 
Name: __________________________ 
Title: ___________________________ 
Email: __________________________ 
Date: ___________________________ 
 

SONOMA VALLEY GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 

By: ___________________________________________ 
Name: __________________________ 
Title: ___________________________ 
Email: __________________________ 
Date: ___________________________ 

UKIAH VALLEY GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 

By: ___________________________________________ 
Name: __________________________ 
Title: ___________________________ 
Email: ___________________________ 
Date: ___________________________ 
 

UPPER VENTURA RIVER GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 

By: ___________________________________________ 
Name: _________________________ 
Title: ___________________________ 
Email: __________________________ 
Date: ___________________________ 
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Letter of Agreement for Advocacy and 
Administrative Services 
Between Pacific Policy Group (with Ann DuBay as Subcontractor) and 
the Small Groundwater Sustainability Agencies Coalition 

Date: 01/01/2026 

Introduction 
This Letter of Agreement (“Agreement”) is entered into by and between Pacific Policy Group 
(“PPG”), with Ann DuBay serving as a subcontractor, and the Small Groundwater 
Sustainability Agencies Coalition (“Coalition”). The purpose of this Agreement is to 
formalize the provision of advocacy and administrative services by PPG to support the 
Coalition’s mission of promoting sustainable groundwater management across member 
agencies. 

Background 
The Coalition is comprised of groundwater sustainability agencies committed to advancing 
groundwater sustainability objectives in accordance with state regulations. In pursuit of 
these goals, the Coalition seeks professional advocacy and administrative support to 
enhance its effectiveness in policy engagement, stakeholder outreach, and operational 
management. 

Scope of Work 
PPG, with support from Ann DuBay, shall provide two primary categories of service to the 
Coalition: advocacy and management. Each category encompasses specific activities and 
deliverables designed to meet the Coalition’s strategic objectives. 

Advocacy Services 
Activities: 

• Legislative Monitoring: Track and analyze relevant state legislation, regulatory 
changes, and policy developments affecting groundwater sustainability. 

• Stakeholder Engagement: Represent the Coalition at public hearings, meetings, and 
forums with policymakers, regulatory bodies, and community groups. 
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• Policy Development: Draft policy positions, briefing materials, and advocacy 
correspondence to support the Coalition’s interests. 

• Communications: Prepare fact sheets, press releases, and public statements to 
articulate the Coalition’s perspectives and priorities. 

• Reporting: Provide regular written updates summarizing advocacy activities, 
legislative developments, and recommended actions. 

Deliverables: 

• Periodic legislative tracking reports 
• Policy briefs and position statements as needed 
• Summary notes from stakeholder meetings 
• Correspondence and public-facing materials 
• Quarterly summary of advocacy outcomes and next steps 

Management Services 
Activities: 

• Meeting Coordination: Schedule, organize, and facilitate Coalition meetings, 
including preparation of agendas and minutes. 

• Administrative Support: Manage Coalition records, correspondence, and 
documentation in accordance with best practices. 

• Budget Tracking: Monitor the budget, track expenditures, and provide financial 
updates to Coalition member representatives. 

• Membership Liaison: Serve as primary contact for Coalition members, assisting 
with inquiries and coordinating collaborative activities. 

• Project Management: Oversee timelines, deliverables, and compliance with grant or 
regulatory requirements as applicable. 

Deliverables: 

• Meeting agendas and minutes 
• Monthly administrative status reports 
• Quarterly financial summaries 
• Maintained records and documentation of Coalition activities 
• Annual review of project progress and compliance 

Roles and Responsibilities 
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Pacific Policy Group and Ann DuBay 
• Provide all advocacy and management services as outlined above in a timely and 

professional manner. 
• Maintain open communication with the Coalition, responding promptly to requests 

and ensuring transparency in all activities. 
• Adhere to ethical standards and confidentiality requirements regarding Coalition 

information. 

Small Groundwater Sustainability Agencies Coalition 
• Designate a primary point of contact to coordinate with PPG and Ann DuBay. 
• Provide necessary background information, access, and support to enable effective 

service delivery. 
• Review and approve deliverables, offering feedback and guidance as needed. 
• Ensure timely payment for services rendered and compliance with the terms of this 

Agreement. 

Relationship of Parties 
This Agreement is for the services of the PPG as an independent contractor. It is not an 
employment relationship. PPG is not an employee of the Coalition and is solely responsible 
for all taxes, insurance, and other obligations related to their services. PPG is free to 
determine the method, details, and means by which the services are performed. 

Terms and Conditions 
• Payment: Total annual compensation of $60,000 to be divided equally amongst the 

groundwater sustainability agencies that are members of the Coalition . Invoices 
shall be issued in January 2026 (for the last six months of fiscal year 2025-2026) and 
July 2026 (for Fiscal Year 2026-2027)  and payment is due within 30 days after 
receipt. 

• Duration: This Agreement is effective as of January 1, 2026, and shall continue for a 
period of twelve (12) months, unless terminated or amended in writing by mutual 
consent. 

• Amendments: Any modifications to this Agreement must be made in writing and 
signed by authorized representatives of both parties. 

• Termination: Either party may terminate this Agreement with thirty (30) days’ written 
notice, subject to settlement of outstanding obligations. 
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Signatures 
This Agreement is executed by the undersigned authorized representatives of Pacific Policy 
Group and the Small Groundwater Sustainability Agencies Coalition as of the date written 
above. 

Pacific Policy Group 
 
 
 
 
Mark Fenstermaker, Principal 

Small Groundwater Sustainability 
Agencies Coalition 
 
 
 
Piret Harmon, Coalition Representative 

 

 













OBGMA

OJAI VALLEY
GROUNDWATER BASIN

3

Creek Road MW

Casitas MWD - PP MW

Casitas MWD - SAWF MWS

Casitas MWD - SAWF MWN

2000 FEET

San Antonio Creek

GRAND AVENUE

150

APN 024-0-140-025

APN 024-0-071-075

APN 028-0-111-020

C ity of Ojai 
APPLICATION FOR WELL PERMIT 

Application Page 2 of 2 Permit No.__________ 

Revised February 2022  

Well Location Map / Site Plan: INDICATE THE EXACT LOCATION OF WELL AND ANY ASSOCIATED TANKS AND 
LINES WITH RESPECT TO THE FOLLOWING ITEMS: Property lines, all intermittent or perennial, natural or arti�cial water 
bodies or water courses drainage pattern, roads, existing wells, sewage disposal systems or works carrying or containing 
sewage, access roads, livestock and animal keeping areas, composting or mulching operations areas, and solid waste 
disposal sites.  Setbacks from potential sources of contamination shall comply with the California Department of Water 
Resources California Well Standards Bulletin 74-90 available at the following website address: 
http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/well_info_and_other/california_well_standards/well_standards_content.html 

Map should be drawn to scale or show distances of the above items from the proposed well. Map extent 
should be a minimum radius of 500 feet from the proposed well. 

N

Department of Public Works        
408 S. Signal St, Ojai, CA 93023

(805) 646-5581 x200
PWpermits@ojai.ca.gov  

Page 2 of 15
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NOTE: CLASS 6 CEQA CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION
(14 CCR § 15306: “Class 6 consists of basic data collection, research,

experimental management, and resource evaluation activities which do not result
in a serious or major disturbance to an environmental resource.”)

NO SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

3
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